u n i v e r s i t y

why Semmelweis?
Tradition Semmelweis University is the oldest medical university
in Hungary. Its history started nearly 250 years ago in 1796, when
Queen Maria Theresa added a medical faculty to the University of
Nagyszombat. Today, Semmelweis University with its six faculties and
health care specialization occupies a distinguished place in the
Hungarian higher education system. Built on the trinity of education,
research and patient care, it has become an internationally
recognized center of knowledge.
Excellence In 2010 Semmelweis University received the title
“research university” and has been operating according to its
standards since. This title is awarded to higher education
institutions which provide a high standard of education and are
highly recognized by the international scientific community.
The university’s ranking is outstanding among the Hungarian
institutions as well as in international rankings based on
specialization and overall performance.
International relations According to a ranking made by Times
Higher Education (THE), Semmelweis University is among the world’s
most international universities. Currently, the university’s
faculties maintain bilateral relationships in various areas of
cooperation with over 200 higher education institutions from
Europe, Asia and America.
Inspiration and innovation Semmelweis University embodies
tradition and innovation. The university’s oldest building still
in use was built in the 1870s, while the recently opened eight-story,
20 000-square-meter Central Patient Care Unit meets all the
requirements of the 21st century. In all its activities Semmelweis
University strives to keep up with international trends, to make
the technology of the future accessible and to create an inspiring
environment.

250 years – the oldest medical university
• among the 500 best universities (THE ranking, 2017)
•	Among the best 400 universities in the fields of medicine,
•

life and health sciences (THE ranking, 2017)
• nearly
•
•

11 000 students

300 research groups
1 675 lecturers, researchers and teachers

• the ratio of educators with academic rank is 49%

• over 4 500 physicians and health care workers

•	Among the 200 most international universities (102nd place,
THE ranking, 2016)

Education, student life
Highly competitive admission process Most students in Hungary applying for higher education
institutions in the field of medicine or health sciences choose Semmelweis University.
The minimum score for applications have been the highest for years compared to other
Hungarian universities offering programs in health care.
Multicultural environment More than 30 percent of the nearly 11 000 Semmelweis students
are foreigners, who come from 70 countries and 5 continents. The ratio of international
students is the highest among students of medicine and dentistry, reaching almost 50 percent.
Programs are run in Hungarian, English and German and the major part of the diplomas issued
by Semmelweis University are officially recognized in the European Union and other countries
in the world. The university has two off-campus programs: a medical program in Hamburg,
Germany and a physiotherapy program in Lugano, Switzerland.
Talent support Finding and fostering young talents are of high priority at Semmelweis
University. Students participating in the ten-year-old Ödön Kerpel-Fronius Talent Support
Program are assisted and guided by exceptional university teachers. Currently nearly 1 200
students get involved in the scientific work of the university through their research activities
in the Students’ Scientific Association.
Student life Semmelweis University has a vibrant and colorful student life. Students can
choose from varied extracurricular activities from the Freshers’ Camp through diverse sport
events to cultural programs. Thanks to the university’s extensive international relations,
a wide range of student exchange programs are available in Europe and the rest of the world.
School of Ph.D. Studies Professional development is further supported by various postgraduate
programs. The seven doctoral schools of the School of Ph.D. Studies offer postgraduate
programs which are of high reputation in Hungary. Hundreds of students and more than 170
supervisors are involved in 44 Ph.D. programs.

Faculty of Medicine
•	The largest faculty of medicine in Hungary − 17 institutions, 22 clinics, 7 departments, 17 departmental groups
• the highest ratio of students and educators with academic rank
•	Stable theoretical knowledge, practice oriented education
•	Among the world’s best 151-200 medical universities (QS ranking, 2017)

Faculty of Health and Public Services
• A science on the verge of natural and social sciences with a multidisciplinary approach
•	Hungarian and international collaborations, postgraduate specialist training courses
•	From basic to doctoral programs
•	Innovation and quality in education, research and specialized expertise

Faculty of Health Sciences
•	The first institution in Hungary to train health care workers on a high acedemic level
•	The largest institution of health sciences
• 4 basic programs, 10 BSc programs, 4 MSc programs, 9 postgraduate specialist training courses
•	Extensive international cooperation in the fields of health care education and research

Faculty of Dentistry
• The largest faculty of dentistry in Hungary
•	Five-year program which allows fresh graduates to practise patient care
•	University degree of high market value
•	High percentage of educators with academic rank

Faculty of Pharmacy
•	The largest and oldest faculty of pharmacy in Hungary
•	Students reach one of the highest average scores in entrance examinations
•	One-of-a-kind german language program of pharmacy in addition to the english language program
•	Among the world’s 150 best faculties of pharmacy (QS ranking, 2017)

András Pető Faculty
•	The cradle of conductive pedagogy and the world’s only accredited conductor training institution
•	Immediate employment opportunity after graduation
•	Degree of high prestige and market value
•	Theoretical and practical education integrating multiple disciplines

Research
300 research groups Ongoing research at the university focuses on
early diagnostics and therapy, prevention of diseases, health
preservation and healthy and active aging. Currently there are 300
research groups at the university and 94 Hungarian and 31 international
research grants have been won. Translational research is the
predominant approach at Semmelweis University, which, together with
fundamental research promotes scientific work done in service of
the prevention of diseases and the improvement of medical treatment.
Outstanding research results Based on the results of bibliometric
indicators, Semmelweis University’s publication index is the most prominent
among Hungarian higher education institutions. In 2016 the researchers
of the university published 254 papers in their disciplines in journals
classified as the best 10 percent based on the lists of the Scimago Journal
Rank. There are nine research groups participating in the Momentum
Program, seven research groups working in collaboration with the
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and nine others taking part in the Hungarian
Brain Research Program. There are several joint research and innovation
projects running with industry partners and thanks to the innovative
activities of the university, a startup company has already been launched.
The university is also the member of Horizon 2020 consortia (eg. HCEMMMOLMEDEX, EIT Health) and is involved in the National Competitiveness
and Excellenece Programs (eg. National Heart Program).
Most important research projects:
• translational research of cardiovascular and oncological diseases,
diseases of the central nervous system and immunological disorders
• molecular markers and molecular medicine
• the development of imaging procedures and devices
• bio-engineering; Big data and e-Health
• personalized medicine

Patient Care
Top-level service provider Semmelweis University is the largest
health care provider of Hungary. The university’s clinics serve
as venues for practical education but at the same time they
operate as health care institutions of the highest level meeting
the requirements of the 21st century. They provide health care
services not only regionally but nation-wide as well, therefore
they play a crucial role in taking care of patients with the most
severe conditions requiring complex treatment. Making the
appropriate medical diagnosis is possible with the use of stateof-the-art equipment and several procedures (eg. in case of
transplantation) are available only at Semmelweis University.
pioneering procedures There are 4 main clinical centers (Inner
Clinical Center, Outer Clinical Center, Kútvölgyi Clinical Center,
Városmajor Clinical Center) and nearly 40 separate units
incorporating the university’s institutions and clinics providing
patient care. In Hungary many of the first-time procedures were
carried out at the university: the first successful renal
transplantation (1973), liver transplantation (1995),
heart transplantation (1992), the implantation of the first
artificial and permanent heart in Hungary (2012), the first cardiac
catheterization surgery (2015) and the first keyhole surgery in
children born with esophaegal obstruction (2016).
• nearly 40 units involved in patient care
•
•
•
•
•

200 000 outpatients each month
10 500 inpatients each month
2.4 million medical cases every year
over 2 100 active and rehabilitation beds
17 000 day-patients every year

(data from 2016)
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